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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. Sections 1.97 and 
1.98, Applicants wish to call to the Examiner^'s attention 
the attached references, which generally relate to the 
present invention. 



The Examiner ' s attention is also directed to the 
following co-pending, co-assigned U.S. Patent application 
and the references cited therein: * 09/290, 289 , filed 
April 13, 1999, which corresponds with PCT WO 00/61355 
cited herein. 

Applicants submit that the above references, 
whether taken alone or in combination with each other 
neither anticipate nor render obvious the present 
invention. Consideration of the foregoing in relation to 
the captioned application is respectfully requested. 
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Also enclosed is PTO Form FB-A82 0 listing each 



RPH: jlh/55313-6A IDS 

Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
P.O. Box 33427 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55133-3427 
(651) 736-9725 
Facsimile: (651) 736-3833 

Dated: February 22^ 2001 



of the above references. 



Respectfully submitted. 




^«JDOLPH^B< HQ^MANN, JR. 
Regist^^ion/No. 38, 187 
Attorney for Applicants 
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